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Publie departure from my miniſtry in 
the eſtabliſhed church, and withdraw- 
ing myſelf from all attendance on its wor- 
ſhip, ſhould ſeem not only to excuſe, but ta 
demand a declaration of the Reaſons which 
have induced me to it, and made fuch a con- 
goal yorelficy. LY 


# 


* Several years have paſſe ſince a petition 
was offered to the confideration of Parliament, 


praying for relief in the'matter of ſubſcrip- 


tion to Articles of religious faith and doctrine. 
That petition had my entire concur rence. 
It maintained the only principle upon which 
any Proteſtant church, or ſociety of Chriſ- 
tians, can defend itſelf againſt the arguments 
urged in behalf of Popery; and pleaded 
IP in my opinion, ior, the removal of 
al 


* 143. 
* 


 teſtant churches, in thus arrogating and ex- 


1337 
all thoſe human inventions and additions to 
the Goſpel of Jeſus, which create the too 
general diſbelief and rejection of it. The 


prayer of the: petition, however, did not ne- 


en involve in it the truth or falſehood 
of any particular doctrines; neither = . 
the ſubſtitution of others, either in who 
or in part, in the place of the preſent ſyſtem. 
Neverthelel: „I preſume, there were very few, 
if any, in the number of the petitioners, w 
did not look forward to a review and amends 
ment of the Wa forms of youre wars. 
wy | * ; LON etui 


4 


The croand which he pre had 


choſen, was that impregnable rock, the ſi fe 


ficiency of the Scriptures to the purpoſes | of 


 edification and-. ſalvation, for all Chriſtian 


Miniſters, as well as others ; and thence they 
grounded their Plea, that no church, or { 

ciety of Chriſtians, | had a ri ight to e 
aſſent to human W 55 of religious 


faith and doctrine, as the terms of - commu, 
nion, or admiſſion to the Miniſtry, or other. 
wiſe. 5 adt Ri ag ili; bats 's 16:57 ett tt 


s elnin zen int Ui right of Pro- 


erciſing 


(7) 

erciſing. the claim of impoſing explanatory 
Articles of religious faith, in addition to the 
Scriptures, | neceſſarily brought on a more 
tri enquiry into the agreement, or non- 
agreement, of the particular doctrines con- 
tained. in the formularies of the church of 
England with the word of God. The con- 
ſequence of this further examination was 
productive of the cleareſt demonſtration to 
many ſerious and liberal perſons, that not a 
few of the doctrines of the eſtabliſned church 
were in no ſort of agreement with the Chriſ- | 
tian Scriptures, whence wy are nn to 
be derived, | | 
» 117, 1-316 3&1 

As fog as this enquiry went to aatiaf/ my | 
underſtanding concerning theſe queſtions, I 
am free to own, that I was convinced that 
many doctrines received as true by the church 
of England, in her Articles and Liturgy, | 
were not only in no agreement, but in direct 
contradiction to what appeared to me to be 
the word of God. | 


In this ſituation, I did not heſitate to de- 
termine never to accept any further prefer- 
ment in the eſtabliſhed church; becauſe, I 
en 13 1 could 


6 0 
could not conſcientiouſly, and without etiit- 


vocation, declare my aſſent and eonſent to 
the thirty-nine Articles and Liturgy as by 
law is required. And this determination T 
have ſteadily adhered to, more than once, 
when offers were made me of preferments, 
in all other reſpects defireable and advantage- 
ous to my ſecular intereſts. For ſome years I 
did not apprehend that my convictions would 
carry me any further. In this ſuppoſition, 
however, I have been miſtaken. And the 
{ame principle and reaſons which have here- 
tofore made me decline to repeat my ſub- 
ſcription, have forced me to make a refigna- 
tion of my benefices, and of all the advan- 
tages I had CE * ſuch terms. 


The public ſervice of the Linurey, or book 
of Common Prayer, holds out for its ob- 
jects of religious worſhip three diſtin Be- 
ings, there ſtyled, God the ' Father, God the 
Son, God the Holy Ghoſt * : one God im Trinity, 


and Trinity in Unity +: not one only 7 
but three perſons I. 


; Litany, + Attanaban Creed. 1 Called is 
- Communion Service on Trinity Sunday, = 


Theſe, 


(<9:) 


"Theſe, and the like expreſſions, together 
wich repeated and continued addreſſes by 
prayer to Jeſus Chriſt, and even to the Holy 
Spirit, inſtead of the one true God, who 
hath no equal, or ſharer in the creation or 
government of the world, and who alone can 
hear the prayers of his creatures, are, ac- 
cording to my apprehenſion, in no way war- 
ranted by the word of God, as we read it in 
the Old and New Teftament, the only au- 
thority upon which, as Chriſtians and Pro- 
teſtants, we can depend. But on the con- 
ttary, they appear to be in direct oppoſition 
to the expreſs declarations of that. Being, 
who declared himſelf, by Moſes, to be ons 
Lox, (Deut. vi. 4.) and of Chriſt himſelf, 
whoſe words, borrowed alſo from Moſes, are, 
Thou fhalt worſhip" the Lord thy God, him only 
ſhalt thou ſerve. (Luke i iv. 8.) And who, on 
all occaſions, prayed to, and called upon the 
one God, the common father of all, who 
Was is fatber and our father, his God and our 
God. (John xx. 17.) And who alſo de- 
clared that he come not to do bis own will, but 
_ the will of God who ſent him; (chap. vi. 38. ) 
that he honoured his father, and ſought not 
his own glory ; that he wrought all his won- 
s 1 derful 


E 
derful works, not by his own power, but by 
the power of God; and further, who, in 
order to prevent miſapprehenſions of his 
proper character, renounced the bare appel- 
lation of good, given to him by the Scribe 
in the Goſpel, ſaying, there was none 
good but Ws and that was G d. (Mark X. 


18.) 


Beſides theſe particular, clear, and deter- 
minate authorities, my convictions of the 
divine Unity are not founded upon ſingle and 
detached paſſages, but on the whole tenor of 
the ſacred Scriptures, which ſpeak one uni- 
form and conſiſtent language concerning it. 
There is one God, writes St. Paul, and one 
Mediator between God and man, the map 
Chrift Yeſus ; (1 Tim. ii. 5.) and all the de- 
clarations of Chriſt himſelf, and of all the 
writers of the New Teſtament, ſay the ſame 
thing. 


It 1s indeed very true, and ought to be ob- 
ſerved, that there are to be found expreſſions | 
in the New Teſtament, which may ſeem, 
at firſt ſight, and even to ſome liberal perſons, 
to favour the confidering Jeſus Chriſt as an 


| oby ect 


) 
object of divine worſhip ; and whereby ſome 
may be induced to look upon him to be really 
and properly God. But all the countenance 
and aſſiſtance which the expreſſions of Scrip- 
ture alluded to give to ſuch a doctrine, is de- 
tived either from the ambiguous uſe of the 


term worſbip, or from other alike doubtful 


phraſes ; or from the ſingle inſtance of the 
proto-martyr Stephen; all which have been 
often demonſtrated by learned enquirers, to 
yield little ſatisfaction for the introduction 
of ſuch a new object of worſhip : and eſpe- 
cially when it is conſidered, that Chriſt never 
taught or enjoined men to worſhip himſelf, 
but the Father only ; nor ever gave any in- 
ſtruction to his diſciples, to teach ſuch a doc- 
trine to the world as that of worſhipping 
himſelf, their Maſter and Lord, as he declares 
himſelf to be to them; but not their God. 
(John xm. 13.) 


Under thefe convictions, the road of duty 
lay plain before me, hard as the meaſure 
might ſeem; worldly conſiderations alone re- 
mained to prevent me taking the direct path, 


and following the dictates of my conſcience: 


And theſe temptations I had in no ſmall de- 
3 2 gree. 


had 
ASS. 


( 1 2 ) 
gree. The juſt claims of an. infant farnily 
pleaded hard not to be neglected. Nor could 
I refrain from thinking upon their ſituation 
with all the anxiety of parental affection, and 
poſlibly, with more ſolicitude for their tem- 
poral proviſion, than the nature of my own 
difficulties ought to have admitted. I was 
agreeably ſituated in the circle of relations, 
and ſeveral eſteemed friends, and have lived 
in a conſtant kind intercourſe with all my 
pariſhioners, among whom I ever found my 
miniſtry acceptable. I had extended my 
uſefulneſs among my neighbours in all the 
ways I was able. Nor was I forward to 
think that I could be equally uſeful under 
any change of ſituation which removed me 
to a different ſphere of action. And I may 
add, that I was not inſenſible even to an ac- 
quired partiality to the place of my reſidence, 
where, on many accounts, and for reaſons 
of a private nature, I could have wiſhed to 
have continued, to the end of my life, in 
the enjoyment of every deſirable accommo- - 


dation and comfort which a reaſonable mind 
could with for. 


Theſe. . 


/ 
» 


F 

"Theſe conſiderations deſerved ſome thought, 
and they have had their full weight. But 
they are, after all, conſiderations of ſubordi- 
nate and inferior end ne, when contraſted 
by the poſitive duty I owe to God, to the 
Goſpel of Jeſus, to my F eee and 
to . 


11 is no light matter to profeſs our religion 
in infincerity and hypocriſy. We are enjoined 
by high authority to worſhip God in ſpirit 
and in truth. And ſhall worldly tempta- 
tions prevail upon any one, who ſeriouſly 
profeſſes himſelf a Chriſtian, to worſhip any 
other than the one true God, Jehovah, the 


| Father of all, while he believes that ſame 


ſelf· exiſtent, and all-powerful Being to be 
God, and none other beſides him? Or, ſhall 
we approach the. great Searcher of hearts 
with that duplicity and deceit which is not 
to be allowed in our dealings and intercourſe 
with our fellow men ? Or, ſhall we think to 
amend the matter by addreſſing our private 


prayers to the God and Father of our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, in compromiſe for our having 


. publickly prayed, in the language of the 


Church, to a Trinity of Gan, or to the man 
(gy 


14 ) | 

Chrift Jeſus, who lived among us, and died 
upon a crofs, and who himſelf renounced all 
adoration and worſhip ? Shall we pray unto a 
man, though the moſt holy and excellent 
that ever lived on the earth, and thereby ele- 
vate the Creature to the dignity of the Creator, 
and take, from the unchangeable and only 
God and Governor of the world, any of that 
praiſe and thankſgiving which we are enjoined 
to give unto him, and unto him only, and 
which are fo peculiarly and eminently his 
own? Or, through our earneſt defire to con- 
tinue in the eſtabliſhed Church, ſhall we 
- prove our faith by mental reſervations in the 
courſe of public worſhip, ſo that while we 
aſſent to one prayer, we reje& another, or, 
poſſibly, divide a third, approving the former 
and rejecting the latter part? Or, rather, 
ſhall we not, in all true ſimplicity and fingle- 
neſs of heart, as St. Paul writes, pray with 
the ſpirit and pray with the underſtanding alſo ? 
(1 Cor. xiv. 15.) 


| I am ready to own, that my compliance 
in the uſe of thoſe things which I did not 
approve, was at one time relieved by the 


conſideration, that fuch compliance was only 
official, 


E 
official, or miniſterial. This argument, how- 
ever, failed to afford ſatisfaction on further 
reflection upon the ſtrict integrity and ſincerity 
abſolutely neceſſary for Divine worſhip. 


I never did read, in the public ſervice, the 
Creed, vulgarly called the Creed of Athana- 
ſius, conſidering it, to ſay the leaſt, as entirely 
foreign to every good end of Chriſtian edifi- 
cation. And it is now about ten years ſince 
I'entirely omitted the Litany and Nicene 
Creed, without giving any offence to my 
congregation, confining the exerciſe of my 
Miniſtry in the morning ſervice to my pariſh 
Church of Swinderby, and an ' adjoining 
one in the county of Nottingham; thinking, 
at that time, that by taking upon myſelf the 
penalties of the law, I thereby releaſed myſelf 
from my engagement to conformity. This 
expedient of omitting ſome of the moſt offen- 
five parts of the public Liturgy was after- 
wards ſuperſeded by conſidering my uncon- 
ditional promiſe of conformity in a ſtronger 
point of view, than I had before be held it. 


But beſides the force of this obligation, 
the remedy was in itſelf inſufficient, becauſe 
- Veg the 


„„ 

the Trinitarian expreſſions and forms of 
worſhip, and expreſs prayer to Jeſus Chriſt, 
occur ſo frequently, and are ſo blended and 
united throughout the ſervice, that there is 
no ſatisfactory relief to be had by partial 
omiſſions, without breaking in upon, and 
interrupting the regularity and order of the 

- prayers, and conſequently. diſperſing, or con- 
founding the pious affections of many ſeri- 
ous and devout perſons. Therefore, after 
ſomething more than two years I refumed the 


accuſtomed. conformity to the ordinary wor 
of n public ſervice. 


From that time to thi preſent I have con- 
tinued to proſecute my enquiry, and have 
aſſiduouſly attended, in hopes of ſome ſatis- 
faction, to the many defences of the doctrine 
of a Trinity. The reſult has, however, been 
my entire conviction of the divine Unity in 
its utmoſt extent, and an increaſed ſenſe of 
the importance of theſe great truths, that 
Gov n 15 ONE, and He ONLY to be ere 


e 80 ld 3 of his 


your: 10 5 eee after ſueceſſive 
| . exathina> 


CY} 
examinations, under many doubts, and much 
anxiety of mind, my continuing to miniſter 
under a form of religious worſhip, confeſ- 
ſedly Trinitarian, or Tritheiſtic, became more 
ſeriouſly grievous. The earneſt deſire to 
worſhip the one God, and Father of all, in 
the ſimplicity of the Goſpel Revelation, gain- 
ed additional ſtrength and power over my 
mind; and my continuance in a practice ſo 


repugnant to my convictions, was every day 
more and more unbearable. | 


It has been ſuggeſted on ſimilar occaſions, 
that to engage an aſſiſtant, whoſe opinions 
would lead him to a conſcientious conformity 
in the ſervices of the Church, would remove 
all perſonal difficulty. The expedient was 
no leſs inſufficient to my relief than the for- 
mer ones; for I ſhould then have been ne- 
glectful of my duty in the place appointed me; 
and indirectly aſſenting, by the employment 
of another, to that which I did ſtill diſbelieve. 
And I muſt then have abſented myſelf from 
all public worſhip of Almighty God, or haye 
entirely forſaken the people of whom I had 
taken the charge. And this I ſhould have 
: done, for no better reaſon than becauſe I 
ws & | my 


Ee eee ee 
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wiſhed to enjoy the emoluments of my pre- 
ferment, while I ſcrupled to diſcharge' the 
duties annexed to my ſituation ; and ſhould 
have ſet an example of the moſt diſingenuous 


dealing, and of a e of the ordinances 
of God. 


8 after the moſt deliberate cdnldera 


tion of all arguments, and after paſſing ſeveral 


painful years in much ſolicitude and appre- 
henſion of incurring the diſpleaſure of Al- 


mighty God, I had but one choice to make, 


if ever I hoped for his approbation. I there- 
fore, in obedience to the fulleſt convictions of 
my mind, have reſigned my Miniſtry and 
pr eferments 1 in the Church of England. 


I ſhould be much concerned, if any good 
man ſhould fo interpret this ſeceſſion of 


mine from the worſhip of the Church eſta- 


bliſhed, as if I thereby, in the moſt remote 


degree, took upon me to blame, or condemn 


thoſe who may continue their miniſtrations 


in it, even though their opinions on certain 
doctrines may nearly approach to my own. 


I am ſenfible, from what has paſſed 
within myſelf, how differently ſimilar convic- 


tions 


( 29. ) 

tions operate in different ſtates of the mind, 
and how very long a man may be prevailed; 

upon to go on doing things in which he 
blames himſelf, from regards to a family, 
or to more diſtant kindred, and to various 
other local circumſtances, which cannot 
eaſily be explained to others; and the ſtill 
greater difficulty, at a certain time of life, of 
finding bread for a family any where elſe. 


I am thankful now, I truſt I ſhall always 

be ſo, whatever be the event as to this world, 
that I have been brought out of a ſituation, 
in which I went on from day to day con- 
demning myſelf, and that it has pleaſed Di- 
vine Providence to lead me to a, ſtation, 
where I may ſtill bear my teſtimony. to the 
truth and holineſs of the Goſpel, and have 
the ſatisfaction of being united to a congre- 
gation of Chriſtians, aſſembling at the cha- 
pel in Eſſex Street, London; where prayer 
is avowedly made to the only true God, the 
Father of our Lord jeſus Chriſt; and where 
I ſhall ſtill have more cauſe to be thankful, if 
my labours may be ſo far ſucceſsful, that I 
may be an inſtrument of promoting his ſole 
-worſtup, and at the ſame time ſerve the great 


Aus e end 


3 expoſe myſelf. to ſome miſconſtruction and 


( 2s ) 
end of the Goſpel, in encouraging and ex- 
oiting - myſelf and others to piety and an 
virtue, 1 


1 have: "EY led to ſay thus much concern+ 
ing myſelf, in order to ſtate the motives and 
reaſons of my finally quitting, or departing 
from the eſtabliſhed church; and to con- 
vince others, that ſuch my withdrawing from 
it, is not the conſequence of an haſty and 
undigeſted thought, but of much careful 
examination and ſerious reflection, and from 
an earneſt deſire to worſhip God, according 
to what I am now fully perſuaded 1s agree- 
able to his own directions in the Scriptures, 
The difficulties and embarraſſments of my 
mind have, for a long time, been well known 
to ſeveral of my more intimate and much 
eſteemed friends. Nor have there been wants 
ing ſome who, while they felt for all my un- 
eaſineſſes, affectionately ſympathized alſo with 
me in reſpect of the many particular cir- 


cumſtances which attended my fituation, but 
which it is not heceliary here to dehnte, 14 


It hay probably hence ariſc, that I may 


8 
evil report, as even perſons the moſt unpre· 
judiced in theſe matters, from the nature of 
the caſe, are unable to judge quite right, or 
decide for others. Nevertheleſs, I can ſafely 
ſay, that I take with me the moſt entire appro- 
bation of my own mind, And it is impoſſi- 
ble fo to regulate our conduct, as to ſatisfy 
the diſcordant and contradictory opinions of 
mankind. I have complied with the eſta- 
bliſhed forms of religious worſhip full as long 
as I could excuſe myſelf therein ; ſo that my 
continuance in the Church unto this time, 
and my preſent ſeparation from it, ſhould 
equally beſpeak a patient hearing, and can- 
did judgment from the firmeſt friend to the 
eſtabliſhed doctrines. Whatever names of 
reproach may be given on the preſent, or on 
ſimilar occaſions, I am well fatisfied that 
there is no guilty hereſy, nothing wrong, in 
following the - convictions of my own mind, 
after a full examination; and moreover, that 
there would have been great hypocriſy in con- 
tinuing any longer to conform to a mode of 
worſhip quite contrary to my convictions. 


It has ever been my defire and practice, 
in the courſe of my Miniſtry, to explain the 
8 great 


„ 
great truths of Chriſtianity, and thence to 


enforce and preſs upon my hearers the moral 


duties of the Goſpel, and the indiſpenſible 
neceſſity of a virtuous and holy life; to re- 
mind them, that to live ſoberly, righteouſly, 
and godly in this preſent world, to fear God 
and keep his Commandments, to love our 
neighbour, and aſſiſt him by all kind offices, 
are among the things firſt needful, and of 
the __ * 
Xi | 5 
1 mate no doubt, but the time will come 
Amden: the forms of worſhip in the Liturgy 
of the church of England will be corrected, 
and reduced nearer to the ſtandard of Scrip- 
ture. But, alas! this will not be the work 
of my day. This generation will probably 
paſs away without ſeeing it. In the mean 


time, individuals muſt ſatisfy themſelves in 


their compliance with the preſent ſyſtem, 
according to their different apprehenſions of 
the truth of it, or ſezk their relief by peace- 
able retirement from a church, with which 
they are not agreed in the object of religious 
worſhip. In either of theſe caſes, there is 


no juſt occaſion given for reproach. The 


concern 1s perſonal, and . to the con- 
2 ; , ferences 


/ 


\ 


/ 


\ 


ſingle or aſſociated, have any 1 a 
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ſcience of every individual, over which, nei- 
ther the magiſtrate, nor any private perſons, 


? 


To YOU, the pariſhioners of Swiniderby, 


among whom I have lived in entire harmony, 


and to whom my labours in the Miniſtry 


have been chiefly devoted, to you, I would 


ſay in particular, that I leave you, my honeſt 
affectionate neighbours, with regret ; but 
ſincerity towards God requires it, and this 
you will always think right, and to be fol- 
lowed. May you remember, and improve 
by my late conſtant endeavours to inſtruct 


you according to the revealed will of God! 


I hope you will continue to go forward in 
the knowledge and obedience of the Goſpel 
of Jeſus Chriſt, framing your lives and con- 
verſation by it, as I alſo will ſtrive to do; fo 


ſhall we ſecure a meeting again in the future 


everlaſting kingdom of God, the Father of all 


the families of the earth: To whom be glory, 
| both now und for ever. Amen, 


Bec 


rice 6d. 


* J ny ey Dea . Ares 


Apoftles, EAI in Four Sermons. 97 nt 


II. The Beauty of Holineſs; .'A Sermon; preached. in 


the Pariſh Church of Swinderby, on Sunday, ApriF 18,. 

1773; being the firſt Day of openi ng the Church after 

* _ 3s the V aluntary Sub * of 
18 5 others. 8vo. Gd. 
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